DEVELOPING BIBLICAL LEADERSHIP
12. “James Instruction to the Sick”
Biblical Eldership: by: Alexander Strauch        

Study: Ch. 12. Pgs. 253-26                                                               Read:    The letter of James, James 5:13-16
Introduction

Thus far in our journey together to discover the character, role and responsibilities of eldership, we have studied this role from a biblical perspective. According to the New Testament concept, elders lead the church, teach and defend the Word, protect the church from false teachers, exhort and admonish fellow Christians in sound doctrine to live godly lives, as well as lead and care for the local body in its mission.  In this month’s study, we discover that elders are also to care for and pray over the sick and the physically weak.
Illness  respects no one.  Although there are Christian groups and perspectives who claim that perfect health is the “inheritance right” of every true believer in Christ, and all may claim, “by His strips we are healed!”  This misinterpretation of Is. 53:5, has created great harm and frustration to many Christians.  Indeed, we believe in the healing power through Christ, but this reality is no guarantee that Christians ought never to become sick.  Disease and illness are realities we all live with and must deal with in life.
It is perfectly clear from our study of the New Testament and especially the Epistle of James that sickness is a special kind of suffering that often requires the help and prayers of the elders.  As you study chapter 12 of Strauch’s book and the letter of James: 5:13-16, be sure to analyze your own attitude and perspective toward “laying on of hands for healing”.  How do you view praying over the sick?  Is this a priority for you when sickness comes—or is it a last resort?
I have a confession to make—for the first 10-15 years of my ministry at Rancho, I had no issue believing that God answers prayer or that He heals the Sick.  But in reality, my first response to sickness relied on the doctor’s report, his diagnosis, his prescriptions and his conclusions.  I prayed for people, but really didn’t have high expectations for healing other than the physician’s ability to heal and what God would do through his/her abilities.
While attending Fuller Seminary, I began studying spiritual gifts, as well as this passage in James (5:13-16).  The Lord began to convict me.  We saw no healings at Rancho Church because we expected no healings.  I felt as though I did not want to be embarrassed,  when having prayed for God’s healing and the person was not cured!!  I didn’t want that negative stigma, so I neglected and ignored laying on of hands.  In the early 80’s following some God-convicting self analysis, I introduced our elders to pray over people, anoint them with oil and passionately seek the Lord in prayer for the sick. As a result we have come to experience and expect god to work His miracles.
God has done—and continues to do healing miracles.  I’ve seen it happen and now expect it—how about you?

STUDY:
1 Carefully read James 5:13-16.  What do you see is the connection between the spiritual, emotional, physical and relational areas in our lives?
· Can a person be sick or sinful in one area and be completely whole in the  others?  Why or why not?
2 How can the body of Christ participate in the ministry of healing for one another?
James 5:13-16
· What do you think is the significance in “calling for the elders?”                  Pg. 254-255
· Why are elders instructed to anoint with oil?  (See this from an Old Testament background)  Pg. 257-259

3 If the prayer of a righteous person is so effective (vs16), why do you suppose more people will go to a bartender that the church to confess their sins?
4 In praying for healing, is there a right way to pray?  See James 5:16, 1:5-8; 4:3,                 Pg. 259-260
· Why is the confession of sin such an important aspect?   I Cor. 11:27-30;            Matt 5:23-24; pg 262
· What other considerations should be taken when praying for the sick?     Isa. 5:4; II Cor. 12:7-10

5 How would you like to be used in this ministry?  What further questions do you wrestle with?
